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The Moderating Role of Digital Transformation Implementation
between Ethical Leadership and Reducing Administrative
Corruption: An Applied Study on the Employees of Local

Governance in Dakahlia

Abstract:

This study investigates the moderating role of digital
transformation in the relationship between ethical leadership and the
reduction of administrative corruption among employees in local
government units in Dakahlia Governorate, Egypt. Adopting a
quantitative research approach, the study employed appropriate
statistical methods, including descriptive analysis, Cronbach’s alpha
for internal consistency, Pearson correlation, and both simple and
hierarchical multiple regression analysis. The findings reveal a
statistically significant positive relationship between ethical
leadership—across its dimensions of fairness, role clarification,
employee orientation and participation, integrity, and ethical
guidance—and both digital transformation and the reduction of
administrative corruption. Moreover, both ethical leadership and
digital transformation individually showed significant positive effects
on minimizing corruption levels. Notably, digital transformation was
found to play a statistically significant moderating role, strengthening
the impact of ethical leadership on curbing administrative corruption.
Based on these results, the study strongly recommends adopting
digital transformation as a strategic enabler to enhance the
effectiveness of ethical leadership in combating corruption.

Keywords: Ethical Leadership.; Digital Transformation.; Administrative
Corruption.; Combating administrative corruption.
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