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Abstract: This research aims to explore the perceptions of external auditors
and academics regarding the effect of digital transformation on the auditing
profession in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. To achieve this aim; an
analytical descriptive approach was primarily adopted. That was through the
distributed questionnaires. The questionnaire includes three parts: the
practical practice of the external auditing profession, the professional
competence of the external auditor, and the organization of the external
auditing. These parts contain (19) potential effects at total on auditing
profession as result of digital transformation derived from prior studies. The
study found that there are effects on the external auditing profession due to
the digital transformation. Furthermore, statistically significant differences
were found in the perceptions of respondents. The study concludes with the
recommendations that audit firms in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia should
pay more attention to digital transformation. That is because it has become
a vital requirement in the scope of business. The findings of the current study
are expectedly useful to external auditors and legislators in their attempts to
know opportunities and obstacles facing external auditing as result digital
transformation.

Kew words:

External Auditing, Digital Transformation, Saudi Arabia.

- AVY -



