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Abstract:

The study aims, in general, to identify and rank general and
specialized skills required for auditors to achieve audit quality using
AHP & TOPSIS methods, given that the business environment became
consistently evolving and increasingly complex, which requires studying
and analyzing the skills and competencies required by auditors to meet
their increasingly diverse and divergent responsibilities to improve the
quality of audit process.

In order to achieve the aim of the study, a survey list was
distributed to collect the data from the study community, which consisted
of the experienced auditors working in Egyptian audit offices and
institutions that have partnerships with global audit offices .The binary
comparison questions were designed by the hierarchical structure of the
variables of the study was designed as follows: General skills (Main
Criteria) represents the main variable including (4) subcriteria (subsidiary
skills), Specialized skills (Main Criteria) including (6) subcriteria
(subsidiary skills).

The study concluded that a higher level of relative weight of
continuous self-learning skills, communication skills and Technical skills
are more than other skills. However, the skills of statistical analysis and
reporting were of lower relative weight, In addition, the determination
and order of relative weight of skills required for auditors is a
preliminary step to improve the quality of the audit process and provide
predictions of current and future skills need in the job market.
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In light of the results of the study, the research concluded a set of
recommendations, the most important of which are: The necessity of
ensuring that those in charge of the audit tasks acquire the skills of higher
relative weight according to the results of the study, which are:
communication skills, self and continuous learning skills, and technical
skills (knowledge of accounting principles and auditing standards). The
study also recommended the need for a feedback between the accounting
educational system, and the labor market needs in the field of auditing
should be highlighted. Thus, providing the most important skills leads to
obtaining high-quality audit results, this way, the needs of all the
concerned parties in the audit process could be effectively fulfilled.

Keywords: General and specialized skills of auditors, AHP & TOPSIS
techniques, Audit quality.
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